
 

ST.  PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

Daphne, Alabama 

  
 Welcome Convention Delegates and visitors! We are pleased to host the 45th Annual 

Convention of the Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast. It is our hope you will feel at home at St. 

Paul’s. The following is a brief history of our parish and tells you a little about us. We look 

forward to getting to know you better as we worship, deliberate, play and dream together this 

weekend. 

 

The Rev. Thack H. Dyson, Rector 

 

 

We worship together as we seek God, serve God, 

and share God with love and acceptance for all 

 

 These simple words have prayerfully been our St. Paul’s Mission Statement for many 

years. They have guided us in all we do, knowing that God is walking with us and strengthening 

us daily for God’s purpose.    

 

  St. Paul’s has been a presence on the Eastern Shore for over 90 years. Early in 1925, a 

group of Montrose and Daphne residents, along with Mobilians with summer homes in the area, 

were drawn together by the common desire to establish an Episcopal Church in the Daphne-

Montrose area. Early services were held in homes along the Eastern Shore. On April 1, 1925, St. 

Paul’s Mission was organized and The Rev. Joseph Walker was its first vicar. 

 

 Plans were made and funds were raised to purchase land and erect a church building. 

Soon a lot was purchased on the corner of College Avenue and Third Street in Daphne. In 1926, 

Mr. and Mrs. T. Louis Malone decided to build a church in memory of their son, Gratz Moses 

Malone.  Following construction, the church was consecrated by the Bishop of Alabama, The Rt. 

Rev.  William George McDowell on June 17, 1928. St. Paul’s gathered together at this location 

for worship, ministry and fellowship for the next fifty years. 

 

 As the Eastern Shore developed and expanded, so too St. Paul’s grew and built the 

present administrative office building in 1975. This was followed by the construction of Malone 

Hall in 1978, a multi-purpose use building, which became St. Paul’s worship space and parish 

hall at that time. The “building up the hill” (directly east of Malone Hall) is actually two 

buildings. Darrow Hall was constructed as a Sunday School building in 1979 and in 1989, the 

McCann-Humphreys Hall addition enabled fellowship gatherings and large group meetings.  

 



Outreach has always been an important part of the life of St. Paul’s Parish. One of our 

more active ministries is our Thrift Shop. It began in a rented space in downtown Daphne in 

1977 and eventually expanded to the point where they needed more space. St. Paul’s dedicated 

the current Thrift Shop building facing North Main Street on November 3, 2002. 

 

We would soon grow out of the Malone Hall worship space.  This led to the construction 

of our current church building. It was consecrated by Presiding Bishop Edmond L. Browning on 

October 29, 1996. Our current worship space can accommodate about 400 worshippers.    

 

Our parish has continued to grow since the construction of our current worship space. 

With Baldwin County being one of the fastest growing counties in Alabama, our numbers have 

increased, especially with the influx of young families. Our parish is blessed today with 

approximately 900 baptized members and 725 communicants.  

 

In order to accommodate this growth, it became apparent we needed a space for our 

youth, Christian Education and outreach ministries. After developing a strategic plan, a center for 

ministry was conceived. This led to the construction of our “Life Center.” It was consecrated by 

Presiding Bishop Katherine Jefferts-Schori on May 30, 2009. Our Convention activities will be 

in the Life Center. 

 

 We have been blessed the most, not in what we have built, but rather in the vitality of our 

faith community. We enjoy worship together. We experience excellent preaching, teaching, and 

music. We genuinely love each other and never let our differences transcend this mutual love and 

respect. We also welcome the stranger, the lost, and the marginalized with open arms, knowing 

in our hearts that we are also sinners in need of redeeming. There are no outcasts in our parish. 

Finally, ours is a “hands on” community where everyone, regardless of age or experience, is 

encouraged to be involved in ministry. 

 

 That’s our story. We welcome you to our parish home and hope you will come back and 

visit us often. 


