
Dear Friends in Christ, 

Thank you for attending one of the stewardship gatherings held this past week.  Anne and John 
Feathers, Jennie and Stirling Hamilton and Magoo and Bill Hamilton graciously opened their homes to 
our parish for a time of fellowship and enlightenment!  We have a great story to tell at Saint Thomas and 
to jump start our stewardship campaign we “heard” this story presented by using poster boards filled 
with pictures, charts and graphs, and by viewing a video entitled We are Saint Thomas!  The video was 
produced by Jennie and clearly it was the highlight of each dinner gathering.  The poster boards are now 
on display in the parish hall and I encourage you to review them all. 

For the most part, we heard a very positive story, because we, indeed, have all been “blessed to be a 
blessing” at Saint Thomas.  However, we would be less than honest if we did not include all the facts.  
Currently, we are operating on a deficit budget and have been for the last several years.  It’s important 
to note that there has always been the perception at Saint Thomas that “everything works out OK in 
December” and while this may have been true in the past it is not so now.  Also, it is very difficult for the 
church to conduct its business in such an “ebb and flow” manner.  In an effort to improve this situation 
and develop a feasible budget for 2016, your stewardship committee recommends and supports 
consistent, regular giving.  We also ask that you prayerfully consider increasing your pledge and giving 
over and above what you have been offering to the ministry at Saint Thomas.  For those of you currently 
pledging, we thank you.  For those of you who have not committed to pledging and regular giving in the 
past, we ask that you give prayerful consideration to the pledging process and join us this year. 

Thankfully, stewardship is not restricted to discussing finances only.  In January of this year Fr Reid called 
us all to accept the Pray-Worship-Serve challenge.   PWS is a very specific way for us to experience a 
renewed and life-giving relationship with God and each other as we go about our ministry at Saint 
Thomas.  Those of us on the stewardship committee who have participated in the challenge can see a 
natural progression from PWS to PWS and Share and therefore adopted Pray-Worship-Serve –Share as 
our stewardship theme for 2016.  It matters not whether you accepted the PWS challenge in January; 
please join us now by committing to be a good steward of all the blessings and abundance you have 
received from our Lord.  Complete the pledge card and return it to the church by mail or by placing it in 
the offering plate no later than September 30, 2015.  October 4, 2015 has been designated Stewardship 
Sunday.  Fr Reid will bless our pledges at the altar and we will celebrate our offering during fellowship at 
the ensuing First Sunday lunch.  We live in an exciting time in the life of St. Thomas and thank you for 
your commitment to perpetuating our ministry in this community that has been in existence over 150 
years!  We look forward to seeing you on October 4, thank you. 

In His love, 

The 2016 Stewardship Committee 

 


