
Digital Disciples
following Jesus, today

The Episcopal Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast





What is 
evangelism?

It’s God’s work of 
transformation



Why digital 
discipleship?

For what do we use 
social media?

What’s at stake?



Takeaways for the class

CHURCHES

❖ Evaluate current digital presence

❖ Church leaders to be inspired to 
create the space for a deeper digital 
presence

❖ Look for ways to leverage social 
media as a means to share the good 
news of the Good News

INDIVIDUALS

❖ Evaluate your engagement with 
church communications

❖ Evaluate personal digital presence

❖ Learn new ways to evangelize 
through social media

❖ Lovingly support our church 
leadership



Digital platforms - which ones are you using?

e-newsletter WEBSITE Facebook

InstagramTwitter



E-newsletters



Churches
❖ Subscribe to e-newsletters

❖ Share on your social media

❖ Ask how you can contribute 
information

❖ Read the e-newsletters

❖ Offer words of encouragement 

❖ Subscribe to other newsletters

Individuals
❖ Format consistent with            

website/branding

❖ Post on website

❖ Subscribe button on website

❖ Send on consistent date

❖ Include social share buttons

❖ Have a process for content 
submissions

This is evangelism



E-newsletter Resources

❖ ActiveCampaign – starts at $17/month

❖ *Constant Contact – starts at $20/month

❖ Emma – starts at $89/month

❖ *Mail Chimp – free option available

*most commonly used

some website plans also include e-newsletter capability



www.diocgc.org/publications-1 www.diocgc.org/green-shee t



Websites



Your church website is most likely the first stop for new visitors

MAKE IT COUNT



Churches

❖ Visit your church’s website

Individuals
❖ Name, address, phone #

❖ Leadership contact info

❖ Service times

❖ UP-TO-DATE information

❖ Consistent with church identity

❖ Current Photos

❖ Include social share buttons

This is evangelism



Website Resources

❖ Ekklesia 360 – starts at $60/month+$500 initial setup

❖ Professional design service – pricing varies, can be expensive

❖ Squarespace – starts at $12/month

❖Wix – starts at $5/month (www.diocgc.org was built using Wix)

❖Weebly – free option available

❖Wordpress – starts at $3/month



Social Media



Social media

GENDER

RACE

INCOME

EDUCATION 

LOCATION



Social Media Resources

❖ Facebook - www.facebook.com
❖ Twitter - www.twitter.com
❖ Instagram
❖ Snapchat
❖ Pinterest
❖ YouTube
❖ Vimeo
❖ Blogs
❖ Linked In

http://www.facebook.com


Facebook

Facebook is a social networking site 
that makes it easy for you to connect 
and share with your family and 
friends online.

Facebook is the powerhouse of all 
social media platforms, followed by 
Instagram which is now owned by 
Facebook.



Churches
❖ Check-in at church

❖ Take a selfie, share it.

❖ Post a pic & comment

❖ Share an event/sermon

❖ Invite someone/everyone

❖ Share your worries, joys...

Individuals
❖ Invite people to church

❖ Post sermons

❖ Events!

❖ Pose a question

❖ Post a pic & comment

❖ Share stories of faith

❖ Create ads for broader reach

This is evangelism



Facebook

LIKE

SHARE

COMMENT



We all have to start somewhere...



Ads & Promotions:

Using a Facebook Ad 
or Promotion is a very 
effective way to 
broaden your reach.

Both are fee based, 
but you are able to 
target who sees these.

More Facebook



Groups:
Groups are perfect for ministries 
within your church. 

More Facebook



Facebook Resources

❖ www.facebook.com

❖ www.facebook.com/blueprint

❖ YouTube videos

Accounts to Follow

DioCGC
The Episcopal Church

Your church
Surrounding churches



Instagram

Instagram is a popular 
photo-sharing social 
network. It's second only 
to Facebook, and new 
members are joining 
every day.





Churches
❖ Pics and graphics

❖ Informal glimpses

❖ Behind the scenes at church

❖ Outreach

❖ No links please

❖ Use relevant hashtags

Individuals
❖ Pics and graphics

❖ Informal glimpses

❖ Behind the scenes at church

❖ Outreach

❖ No links please

❖ Use relevant hashtags

This is evangelism



Instagram Resources

❖ www.instagram.com

Accounts to Follow
DioCGC

The Episcopal Church
Your church

Surrounding churches



Twitter

“Twitter is a real-time social 
media tool for finding and 
sharing interesting content 
as well as participating in 
conversations.” 

...limited to 140 characters





Churches
❖ Share a thought about why you 

follow Jesus
❖ Start a conversation
❖ Tweet the sermon
❖ Share events

Individuals
❖ Post sermons
❖ Pose a question
❖ Highlight a ministry
❖ Spotlight on a member
❖ Create a prayer series
❖ Post short videos from special 

events
❖ Post a pic of the congregation, say 

we are insert church name

This is evangelism



Twitter Resources

❖ www.twitter.com
Accounts to Follow

DioCGC
The Episcopal Church

Your church
Surrounding churches



Graphic Design Resources

❖ Canva - www.canva.com

❖ Be Funky - www.befunky.com

❖ Creation Swap - www.creationswap.com

❖ Creative Market - www.creativemarket.com

❖ Graphic Stock - www.graphicstock.com

❖ Adobe Creative Suite

❖ The Stocks - www.thestocks.im



Graphic Design Best Practices

❖ Templates are your friends

❖ Limit #fonts

❖ Create a recognizable ‘brand’ or style

❖ Use graphics across all platforms

❖ Clarity over clutter/cut the fluff

❖ Leave some space

❖ Know your audience 



Additionally

❖ What are some of the challenges we face?

❖ What are ways we can overcome those challenges?

❖ www.episcopalchurch.org/posts/evangelisminitiatives/evangelism-resources



Contact me:

Jenn Johnson
Missioner for Communications
Episcopal Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast
jenn@diocgc.org or communications@diocgc.org
(850) 434-7337

mailto:jenn@diocgc.org
mailto:communications@diocgc.org
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