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Knowing & Teuing Our Stories

\What draws me to this

church?

+ ] was invited.

+ The inclusiveness and welcoming

+ Jhe acceptance of many views

+ The abilitg to question

+ The dooris open to a”, welcomed from another
tradition

+ !t’s very okag to disagree.

+ The li’curgg; The tradition

+ Tl’ne sameness; doing things ’coge’cher; can go
angwhere and be on the same page

+ Dormninto this tradition; it's home

+ “\ia media” ~ it’s the middle WED

+ Loving (5od and each other

+ You became my Familg

Here’s what ] want

you to imow:

+ (Godis here. You are loved. T here is a Place
for everyone.

+ You are acccptecl and included in love.

+ [ ven though we aren’tjudgmental) we have a
strong faith!

+ We are all (God’s children; whatever we have
to endure, (God is there.

+ We can support and love each other despite
many different Perspectives.

+ Living our baptismal covenant is real and
empowering,

+ Everyone can take communion; there are no
guilt trips,just let (God love you and you can

start over.



(_onversation & Our (_ovenant

Divisions we see in our families,

churci‘icsj communities:

‘.’ Fear

+ Blind clinging to believes that entrench opinions

and fear of “the other

+ [Political; conservative vs. liberal

+ Socio-economic and class

+ Wide differences in social and Political power
within the communitg

+ Liicestyles

+ Old and new

+ Kace; Nationali’cg

+ [ ducation

+ (Generational

+ Negativitg

+ Sense of hgpocrisg in the church

+ SCCiﬂg the other as the enemy

How we seek reconciliation:

+ Sacred iistening

+ ]:inciing common ground

+ See the other person as Jesus seesthem

+ Actua”g listening and not cutting off the
other

+ Decide we can serve (God together in spitc
of differences

+ Taking action

+ Ask ourselves how we live into our faith and
let that be more imPortant than differences
and divisions

+ Reconciliation for what? Not everyone can
agree what differences we are arguing over

+ Not enough emphasis on contrition before

the start of reconciliation



Looking Outward: Our Storg in the \World

How we’re engaging \/\/hat else might we do to in the

Pcol:)]c Aurmg the week: community:
+ St. John’s Ta]ks + Freedom School
+ Dible & Pook studies + Launclrg | ove
+ B]essing of the animals + Navg Chaplain with NAS
+ fﬂelp at Manna food bank + Ashes to GO
+ [Tood pantry + Evangelism
+ Frison ministries + Theology on tap
+ Choir + lnvite) Welcome} Cormect
+ Facebook + Fraise & Worship block Par’ties
+ [Tine Arts Series + Community events
+ Share with workers + [Tloatin Mardi (Gras Para&e
+ Laundrg Love + Ecumenical programs; work together
+ f'iot dog Love + Assist Wilmer Ha” In some WED
+ SUPPer at (Grace + Do more with K airos
+ | hritt shops + Justice ministries

+ Fami!y Fromise + Active lis’ccning to discern needs
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