
REPORTS TO THE CONVENTION FROM THE GENERAL OFFICERS, AND 
THE BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND COORDINATORS OF THE DIOCESE 

 
REPORTS OF THE GENERAL OFFICERS:  

 
SECRETARY 

 
The Rev. Steven J. Pankey was elected Secretary of the Diocese in the 45th Annual Convention of the Diocese.  He fulfilled the 
duties of this office in accordance with Canon 6 of the Canons of the Diocese until his resignation on January 1, 2017, upon 
his move from the Diocese to begin a new ministry in the Diocese of Kentucky.  After his resignation, I fulfilled the duties of 
Secretary as needed until the election of the next Secretary in the 46th Annual Convention. 

     Respectfully submitted,  
The Rev. S. Albert Kennington, Assistant Secretary  

 
REGISTRAR – HISTORIOGRAPHER 

 
It is my privilege to report that the duties of the Registrar—Historiographer of the Diocese have been fulfilled in accordance 
with Canon 8 of the Canons of the Diocese.  Specific work in 2016 included  

• Caring for the collection in the archives room of the Duvall Center.  
• Receiving for the archives the gift of rare bound copies of Journals of the earliest General Conventions of The 

Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America (beginning in 1785); these were gifts through the Bishop 
from Mrs. Sue Cobbs from the library of her late husband, the Rev. Richard Hooker Cobbs, IV. 

• Assisting a member of our Diocese in searching for his family history. 
• Assisting a member of our Diocese working on the history of her parish. 
• Assisting a member of the Diocese of Alabama working on the history of the first African American to be ordained to 

the priesthood in the Episcopal Church in Alabama. 
• Leading a workshop on July 12 for archivists in Mobile and Baldwin County congregations.  A similar workshop 

schedule on September 5 for archivists in other congregations was cancelled because of illness in my family. 
• Receiving for the diocesan archives the canonical Register and other historical materials of St. Matthew's, Mobile, on 

November 15 when this congregation was closed. 
Veteran teammates in this work continue to serve.  My predecessor, Kit Caffey, recorded two oral history interviews, 
and Paula Ross is working on typed transcriptions of earlier oral history interviews.    

I look forward to continuing the work of this office in the year ahead. 

During the year 2016, the following Registrar functions were performed: 

• Sale of the property known as “Lot 7 Block B Granvue S/D, Eufaula, AL” that was held by St. James’s Episcopal 
Church, 100 St. James Pl, Eufaula, AL on April 18, 2016.   

• Sale of property with 1/3 interest known as 4450 Old Shell Rd, Mobile, AL (Lot 1 and 3, H. Austill Addition to Spring 
Hill per plat deed book 106, page 110) on behalf of Wilmer Hall Children’s Home, Mobile, AL on April 29, 2016 

• Sale of recently bequeathed property known as “2506 West Jackson St., Pensacola, FL (Lot 19-22, Block 194, West 
King Tract)” for the benefit of St. John’s Episcopal Church, Pensacola, FL on June 3, 2016 

• Sale of small 20 foot wide parcel known as “South 20 feet of Calhoun S/D Destin Lots 235 & 236 Blk B (parcel id 00-
2S-22-0310-000B-2350) held by St. Andrew’s by the Sea Episcopal Church, Destin, AL on June 13, 2016 

• Conveyance of title to the Diocese of the property located at 904 Chaumont Ave., Dauphin Island, AL known as 
“West fractional part of Lot C-10, Block 148” on October 13, 2016 

• Sale of a 20 acre land parcel known as Parcel ID#29-5N-09-0000-0050-0010 / 000 Hartsfield Rd, Marianna, FL held 
by St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Marianna, FL on October 18, 2016.  

• Sale of rectory property known as “Lot 15, Block 6, West Village Chickasaw” held by St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 
Chickasaw, located at 306 Grand Street, Chickasaw, AL on December 16, 2016.  
    

Respectfully submitted, 
    The Rev. S. Albert Kennington, Registrar-Historiographer 
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MURRAY HOUSE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

The Ministry of the Diocese at Murray House continues to be positive and life-giving!  Under the direction of Connie 
Anderson, the Executive Director, and Sharon Phillips, the Administrator, almost all the rooms are occupied with a wait list.  
As of this report, there are 40 residents.  
 

Among the highlights this year:  A new video has been produced to augment marketing Murray House to the central Gulf 
Coast. New dining room chairs have been purchased to replace the current chairs.  In order to enhance and strengthen the 
care provided for our residents, a full-time nurse has been hired.   
 

Murray House will be celebrating its 20th Anniversary in 2017!  We hope that all of our parishes will continue to be actively 
involved in the life and ministry of Murray House and join us as we celebrate our 20th birthday. 
 

Murray House is a significant ministry of the Diocese.  Thanks to the dedicated and passionate work of the staff and Board, 
Murray House is financially sound and continues to provide a loving, supportive, safe, and nurturing home to the residents. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
The Rev. Ken Cumbie, President 
Murray House Board of Directors 

 

WILMER HALL BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Wilmer Hall Children's Home was founded in 1864 by Bishop Richard Wilmer as a home for children in need.  One hundred 
and fifty three years later Wilmer Hall continues to care for children and young adults in need due to poverty, abuse, neglect 
and homelessness.    Wilmer Hall provides a warm, loving and nurturing home where children can live, learn and grow, both 
physically and spiritually.   
 

Sally Greene, Executive Director, along with the Board, continue to implement cost reduction measures through effective 
management of staff and operations. In addition, we have been successful in our fundraising and grant writing efforts.  We 
hope that our parishes will continue to become more involved. 
 

We continue to reach out to the community by partnering with other local agencies.  In response to the needs of our 
community we serve our residents through 4 programs: the Residential Living Program, the Transitional Living Program, the 
Transitional Family Program and the Education Program. 
 

Pratt Paterson has joined the Wilmer Hall staff as Director of Development and Community Relations. His responsibilities 
will include managing fundraising, communications and community relations efforts for Wilmer Hall. Paterson comes to 
Wilmer Hall from St. Mary’s Sewanee, an Episcopal retreat center in Sewanee, Tennessee, where he served as Director of 
Advancement. We are very excited to have Pratt join our staff at Wilmer Hall.  His past work experience and development 
background will bring a great deal of knowledge and expertise to our fundraising efforts.  In addition, his keen 
communication skills will enhance our community relations as we strive to continue and sustain our mission of caring for 
children and young adults in need. 
 

Pratt has also served as Assistant Director of Development at St. Andrew’s Sewanee School and was the Director of Camp 
Gailor-Maxon, an Episcopal summer camp in the Diocese of Tennessee. In the Sewanee community, Pratt has served as 
president of the boards of the Sewanee Civic Association and the Sewanee Children’s Center. He has also served on the vestry 
and rector search committee for Otey Memorial Parish. Pratt is a volunteer firefighter and EMT, as well.  Pratt is a graduate of 
the University of Alabama and UMS-Wright Preparatory School. At Alabama, he was a member of Jasons Senior Honor 
Society and Delta Kappa Epsilon fraternity. He is married to the former Allison Baker, who is a school teacher. They have 
twin 11-year-olds, Edie and McKee. The Patersons live on the Wilmer Hall campus in the newly renovated Moorer House. 
 

Our Education Program has been tremendously successful in serving not only our Wilmer Hall residents but also at-risk 
youth in our community.  Our graduation rate continues to be 100% over the last seven years.  Our plan for 2017 is to expand 
the program by establishing a community based program in the downtown area close to a school that has many “at-risk” 
youth.  We have secured initial funding but continue to seek additional funding for this much needed community program.  
 

This past year has been a very positive one for Wilmer Hall and with the continued generosity and support of our diocese we 
will continue this very special ministry God has called us to do.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Janet Foote, Chair, Wilmer Hall Board of Directors 
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CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL 

 
The Cathedral is the spiritual center of the Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast. The Cathedral is a dynamic and evolving 
church that serves as a liturgical, educational, and pastoral center for Diocesan life. It serves as a visible symbol of 
unity and promotes growth, hope, and a deepening trust in the Lord. The Cathedral is a place where the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ will be faithfully preached and responded to, and it will model new concepts and ideas for education, 
evangelism, and outreach to which the Gospel calls us. Cathedral Mission Statement 

The Christ Church Cathedral family began the year by hosting a Regional Pre-Convention Meeting on Sunday, January 24. 
On the Wednesday in Holy Week, March 23, diocesan clergy were invited for a luncheon and service for Renewal of 
Ordination Vows. On April 17, the members of the Christ Church Cathedral family celebrated with our new bishop, Russell 
Kendrick. The day marked the 11 year anniversary of being named the cathedral of the Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast. 
 
Three seminarians were ordained to the Diaconate on Saturday, December 4. Over 300 family and friends were in 
attendance. Bishop Kendrick was celebrant and preacher for his first diaconate ordination as bishop. The ordinands were 
Michael Patrick Dickey, Curtis Albert Kennington, Mary Elizabeth Payne-Hardin. The sponsoring parishes were: Holy 
Spirit, Gulf Shores, Alabama; Holy Nativity, Panama City, Florida, and Christ Church Parish, Pensacola, Florida. The 
deacons were vested with red stoles as gifts from the Cathedral Chapter. 
 
Our youth were busy this year as well. On Sunday, January 31, Christ Church Cathedral EYC hosted six churches for the 
Neptune’s Daughters Mardi Gras Parade. Over 75 youth and 35 adults from Good Shepherd, Mobile, St. James, Fairhope, St. 
Luke’s, Mobile, St. Paul’s, Daphne, St. Paul’s, Mobile, and St. Peter’s, Bon Secours attended the event. The youth enjoyed 
icebreakers and activities inside the chapter house and then went outside for some great food and the parade. Following 
the parade, the youth gathered inside for a group picture and finished the evening with Compline. A special thanks to the 
youth groups, their leaders, James Lawrence, the Diocese, and the Cathedral staff and parishioners for such a great 
evening. It is our goal to grow attendance for this diocesan event. 
 
The Cathedral hosted the Diocesan Acolyte Festival on Saturday, August 20. We give thanks to the presenters: Bishop 
Kendrick, The Rev. Walt Kindergan, Mike Harding, and Canon Dan Wagner. We had over 125 acolytes and sponsors from 21 
parishes. It was an informative and fun-filled day that culminated with a beautiful Eucharist.  The opening procession 
included all of the participants—it was a sight to behold. 
 
Our Organist and Choirmaster, Christopher Powell continues to expand our musical program offerings. Christopher 
planned another year of concerts that were well attended by members of our diocese. We have two donor-generated 
funds for support of our musical programs: 2016 was the third year for the Friends of Cathedral Music, and the need to 
care for our organ has initiated the Cathedral Organ Fund in 2015. 
 
Bishop Kendrick was in residence in his apartment at the Cathedral over 28 nights while making visits to local parishes and 
transacting business. He served as celebrant and preacher on Ash Wednesday and at the eleventh annual Cathedral 
Celebration. Because of his time spent with us, we were able to help with the bulletin for the final service at St. Matthew’s, 
Mobile, and to help with the new diocesan cycle of prayer. 
 
Cathedral clergy and lay leaders continue to serve in a number of capacities within the diocese. Dean of the Cathedral, 
The Very Reverend Beverly Findley Gibson serves on the Standing Committee. She is a member of the 2016-17 class of 
Leadership Alabama, and she served on the panel for Beautiful Authority Episcopal Clergy Women’s Gathering at Kanuga 
in August. Dean Gibson and Canon Wagner serve on the Eucharist rotation for Murray House. Canon Wagner has served 
Chaplain for Beckwith Summer Camp, Family Session, and as supply for Good Shepherd, St. Matthew’s, St. John’s, 
Mobile, St. Michael’s, Chickasaw, St. John’s, Monroeville this year. 
 
Dean Gibson, Canon Wagner, and Christopher Powell serve on the Commission on Liturgy and Allied Arts. Mikell Leland 
is a member of the Commission on Finance. Meg McGovern serves on the Commission for Episcopal Church Women. 
Laura Rutherford serves on the board at Murray House. Ron Snider and Winchester Thurber serve on the Wilmer Hall 
board. David Brady is the Diocesan Coordinator for Disaster Preparedness and Response. 
 
As we continue to grow into our ministry as Cathedral, it remains a joy for us as we serve the diocese. 
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Gracious God, today we give thanks for the ministry you have entrusted to us as the cathedral church of our diocese. 
Help us to be faithful in answering the sacred calling to be ministers of hospitality for your people and leaders of 
worship to your honor and glory. May this place be a beacon of your light and love for the world. All this we ask 
through your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ.    Amen. Christ Church Cathedral Prayer 

Respectfully submitted, 
Beverly F. Gibson, Dean 
Carolyn S. Jeffers, Provost 

 
COMMISSION ON AFFIRMATIVE AGING 

 
Greetings from your Diocesan Commission on Affirmative Aging.  The mission of the Commission on Affirmative Aging is to 
enrich the lives of those who are aging as well as the lives of caregivers for elders who are dependent in one or more spheres 
of life.  Thus, this Commission serves as a resource for education and consultation relating to issues that promote positive 
aging.  The Commission’s goals in relation to this mission are to support all individuals as they strive to live meaningful and 
significant lives and to enhance the whole person, physically, spiritually, intellectually, emotionally and socially.  

Plans are being made to offer seminars with information on end of life decisions for the retired clergy of the Diocese of the 
Central Gulf Coast.  The first of these seminars took place at Christ Church, Pensacola on January 24, 2017.  It is the 
Commission’s hope that this presentation may be offered in other areas of the Diocese including active clergy.    

In the upcoming year the Commission will be continuing to submit helpful articles to the Coast Line.  Our next project will 
be compiling a resource guide book specific to counties and states included in the Diocese.  These guides will be made 
available to each Parish. 

In addition, Commission members would like to address your questions and concerns relating to issues on aging.  Please 
submit these to the chairman who will contact a commission member or an agency with the appropriate expertise to address 
these issues.  
 

Faithfully in Christ’s Service, 
The Rev. A. Marie Butterbaugh, Chair 
 

COMMISSION ON CURSILLO 
 

The Cursillo ministry had another wonderful year in 2016. Below are a few of the highlights: 
 

1) Hosted two Cursillo weekends with 66 pilgrims attending 
2) Hosted five Ultreyas throughout the diocese including one at Bay Lights for Camp Beckwith’s fund raiser 
3) Led a day Staff Training at the parish of St. James in Fairhope with over 31 attendees 
4) Hosted a successful Enneagram conference in March at Beckwith  
5) Created a Cursillo video to be used throughout the diocese to enhance the Cursillo ministry 
6) Made a monetary gift to help seed the return of Happening in our diocese 

 
2017 focus and beyond: 
 

1) Will host two Cursillo weekends in 2017 – one in March and one in September 
2) The Cursillo Commission voted in 2016 to add a third weekend starting in 2018 
3) 2017 focus will be on enhancing the 4th day experience throughout our parishes and making sure that the Cursillo 

ministry is touching all parts of our diocese. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Scott Thompson, Chair, Cursillo Commission 
St. James, Fairhope 
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COMMISSION ON DIOCESAN MISSIONS 

 
The Commission on Diocesan Missions met four times during 2016 to work on plans for the First Timers Meeting, the annual 
Conference for Small Congregations, and ways to help small congregations in the Diocese attain their goals. 
 
The year started with the eleventh First Timers Meeting which was held at the beginning of the Diocesan Convention at St. 
Paul’s, Daphne, Alabama. Forty-two delegates from twenty-two congregations gathered for the meeting. The Rev. Steve 
Pankey, St. Paul’s, Foley, Alabama, was the guest speaker. He shared information concerning the workings of the Diocesan 
Convention and answered questions from the attendees. The meeting is a time for first time delegates to meet other 
delegates. The members of the Commission thank Father Steve for sharing his time and knowledge with the delegates. It was 
a great start to the Convention. 
 
The Conference for Small Congregations was held on November 5, 2016, at St. Mary’s, Milton, Florida. Over seventy people 
from about twenty congregations attended the Conference. The Rev. Donna Gerold, associate rector, St. Stephan’s, 
Birmingham, Alabama, presented a continuation of the “Invite, Welcome, Connect” topic designed for smaller congregations. 
Rev. Gerold shared very interesting insights on ways to help newcomers feel welcome and find their place in the 
congregation. Bishop Russell gave a very lively talk on what it means to be an Episcopalian as he took us on a tour of God’s 
Mansion. Thank you to Rev. Gerold and Bishop Russell for sharing their time and information with the Conference. The 
members of St. Mary’s were very gracious hosts for the day. The members of the Commission wish to thank the Rev. Matthew 
Dollhausen and all who helped to make the day a huge success.   
 
I would like to thank the members of the Commission for all of their hard work and support during the year.  The 
Commission thanks Bishop Russell, Dwight Babcock, Jennifer Johnson, Mary Poss, and Kim Weinstein for their hard work, 
guidance, and support during the year.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Lynn M. Ferren, Chair 

 
UNITED THANK OFFERING REPORT 

 
If your church does not have a UTO coordinator, you can send your donations to the diocesan office directly. Even better, 
please consider becoming a coordinator for your parish. It is so easy to do. Supplies are free of charge and can be ordered at 
www.episcopalmarketplace.org.  Information and suggestions for conducting an ingathering can be found at 
www.episcopalchurch.org/uto.  Everyone is encouraged to visit this website and take a look at the grants list so that you can 
see all the great ministries UTO supports. Remember that all money collected should be sent to the diocesan office, not the 
national UTO office, so that your church can receive credit for your donations. Thank you to all of you that have given your 
time, talent and treasure to support UTO. 

UTO Prayer 
Gracious God, source of all creation, all love, all true joy; accept, we pray, these outward signs of our profound and continuing 
thankfulness for all of life. Keep each of us ever thankful for all the blessings of joy and challenge that come our way. Bless those who 
will benefit from these gifts through the outreach of the United Thank Offering. This we ask through Him who is the greatest gift and 
blessing of all, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

United Thank Offering donations 2016 
St. Peter’s, Bon Secour  $40.77         
St. Mary’s by the Sea, Coden $136.00 
St. Matthew’s, Chipley  $116.50 
St. Paul’s, Daphne  $87.44  
St. Agatha’s, Defuniak Springs $383.26 
Epiphany, Enterprise   $36.50 
St. Paul’s, Foley   $444.44 
St. Simon’s, Ft. Walton  $300.00 
St. Thomas’, Greenville  $817.64 
St. Francis of Assisi, Gulf Breeze $1,166.79 
St. Thomas, Laguna Beach $47.00 
Advent, Lillian   $483.32 
St. Mary’s, Milton  $710.99 

Good Shepherd, Mobile  $475.78 
St. Andrew’s, Mobile  $703.00 
St. John’s, Mobile  $433.15 
St. Paul’s, Mobile   $3,687.37 
St. Jude’s, Niceville  $316.19 
Christ Church, Pensacola  $2,197.00 
Holy Cross, Pensacola  $127.38 
Holy Trinity, Pensacola  $568.31 
St. Christopher’s, Pensacola      $2,266.00 
St. Cyprian’s, Pensacola  $75.00 
ECW, St. James’, Pt. St. Joe $372.00 
ECW, St. Mark’s, Troy       $520.85 

 

http://www.episcopalmarketplace.org/
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/uto
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COMMISSION ON MINISTRY 
 

The Commission on Ministry has two primary responsibilities.  The first is to assist individuals in their response to God's call to 
ministry.  In particular, the Commission seeks to support those who are discerning a call to ordained ministry.  The second 
responsibility is to advise the Bishop, when requested, in matters concerning discernment and formation. 
 
COM Mission Statement 

The COM seeks to prayerfully ascertain, discriminate, and discern a sense of God's call in a person's 
life and in the life of the church for his/her lay or ordained vocation and ministry.  

 
The Commission on Ministry will 

-be a resource for aspirants for ordination 

-be an advisor to the bishop concerning aspirants, postulants, and candidates 

-be a shepherd and advocate for those being prepared for ordination, 

providing pastoral care and guidance on an individual basis 

-assist the bishop in developing and furthering continuing education for the 

 clergy of the Diocese. 

In this diocese, individuals called to ordained ministry may follow one of two separate paths.  One path is for those who are 
called to the Priesthood.  In general, this process includes a period of Seminary education.  At present, seminarians from this 
diocese are enrolled at the General Theological Seminary (Curt Kennington); Seminary of the Southwest (Forbes Sirmon and 
Josh Woods); and the University of the South (Molly Payne-Hardin and Mike Dickey).  We have two (2) individuals that were 
accepted as Postulants: Ryan Currie, who is currently enrolled at the University of the South and Alice Sawyer, who will begin 
Seminary in the Fall of 2017, a one year Anglican studies program.  Our three (3) senior seminarians were ordained to the 
Vocational Diaconate in December of 2016 (Curt Kennington, Molly Payne-Hardin and Mike Dickey), and are expected to be 
ordained to the Priesthood in the Summer of 2017. 

The Bishop along with the Commission on Ministry has been hard at work to organize and put into place updated structure and 
guidelines for the discernment process. The new Manual for Discernment Process for Vocational Ministry was completed; 
mailed to all clergy; made available on the Diocesan website; and Bishop Russell scheduled several Discernment Events around 
the Diocese to review the new process.  Also in the works is the development of our own Diocesan School for Ministry, which 
hopes to have its first class in the Fall of 2017. 

Discernment for those called to the Priesthood and for those called to the Diaconate requires participation by many from the 
community, as the individuals prayerfully seek God's direction for their lives.  The Commission is grateful for the willingness of 
so many within this diocese to support and assist those who are examining their call to ordained ministry.   

Respectfully submitted, 
The Rev. Ken Cumbie, Chair/mrp 

 
COMMISSION ON PLANNED GIVING AND STEWARDSHIP 

 
Purpose of the Commission: 
This commission shapes stewardship and planned giving best practices for parishes in the Diocese of the Central Gulf. This 
includes identifying tools and resources that can be provided to our churches via the Diocesan website as well as a Shepherding 
Program that assists parishes in planning stewardship and membership campaigns. Coordinating Planned Giving Workshops 
through The Episcopal Church Foundation is also a function of this commission. 
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In 2016 We Accomplished the Following: 

• Reorganized and set new goals for the commission. 
• Recruited new commission members. 
• Sent four members from the diocese to Project Resource in Atlanta, GA in June 2016 (more on this program below). 
• Held monthly commission meetings by Zoom (video conferencing). 
• Sponsored a Planned Giving on Demand Workshop in November of 2016 at St. Paul’s Mobile for churches interested in 

planned giving campaigns. Jim Murphy from the Episcopal Church Foundation conducted the workshop. Six churches 
were in attendance. 

• Adapted Project Resource Materials for use in the diocese. Project Resource is both a membership and stewardship 
development initiative sponsored by the College for Bishops, The Episcopal Church Foundation, and the Development 
Office of TEC. It seeks to change our culture and systems around financial development and membership growth in the 
worldwide Episcopal Church.  Materials from this initiative had to be rewritten for small churches. 

• Identified seven pilot churches that will implement Project Resource in their churches for 2017. These pilot churches 
were trained on January 17, 2017 at a day long workshop in Pensacola. Each church was assigned a shepherd from the 
commission to work with them over the next year. Pilot churches are: 

o St. Luke’s Mobile – Rev. Ken Cumbie; Shepherds Bruce and Eleanor Reeves 
o St. James Port St. Joe – Rev. Tommy Dwyer; Shepherd Carl Walters 
o St. Andrews Destin – Rev. Barry Crow; Shepherd Mike Harding 
o Holy Nativity Panama City – Rev. Steve Bates; Shepherd Mike Harding 
o St. Mary’s Andalusia – Rev. Cynthia Howard; Shepherd Reid McCormick 
o St. Andrew’s Panama City – Rev. Margaret Shepard; Shepherd Carl Walters 
o Trinity Episcopal Church – Rev. Bailey Norman; Shepherd Jessica Babcock 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Rev’d Jessica Babcock, Chair 

 
COMMISSION ON PRISON MINISTRY 

 
The Commission has had a busy year, meeting monthly throughout the year. Several new members were appointed by Bishop 
Russell at the 45th Convention, so we began the year with a review of our Mission Statement and a complete rewrite of it into a 
Vision/Mission Statement which is included at the bottom of this report. We also decided that in addition to the various 
ministries of the members we would work on parts of Article 11 adopted at the 78th General Convention which “Resolved, That …. 
Convention encourage each congregation and Diocese to undertake at least one specific initiative aimed at addressing the 
destructive consequences of the mass incarceration system. The initiatives include such possibilities as:”….. 

 
10. Joining the “Ban the Box” campaigns to remove questions about arrest records in on-line and written job application; 
……. 
13. Advocatng for immediate return of the right to vote for those who have served their sentences and left prison; ……” 

 
These were picked because the State of Alabama already had a movement to “Ban the Box”, supported by Alabama Arise, and the 
State of Florida has a movement to restore the right to vote and other rights. In these endeavors we are attempting to partner 
with our Episcopal Dioceses in these states. Additionally we supported Alabama Arise monetarily during the year. 
 
In an attempt to educate ourselves on the conditions within the Alabama Prison system we met with Mr. Stephen Brown, Chief 
of Staff of the Alabama Department of Corrections (ALDOC). Mr. Brown was very candid in his remarks to us. We continue to 
look for ways to partner with ALDOC to help spread the Gospel within the dark walls. Details of this meeting were published in 2 
articles in the Coastline. 
 
We also met with the local REAP program in Pensacola. REAP is located in Richards Memorial United Methodist Church and is 
actively working to assists prisoners being released from the State of Florida Department of Corrections back into the Pensacola 
area. Re-entry is especially important since over 85% of all prisoners are sent back home after their sentences are completed, 
many having been incarcerated for 10, 20 or 30+ years. 
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Another wonderful accomplishment was for Bishop Russell to be able to include St. Dismas, a mission on this Diocese in Holman 
Prison, Atmore, AL. The men in the church were thrilled to meet Russell and he was also favorably impressed with their 
dedication and faith. 
 
Additionally we continue to publish the “Prison Cycle of Prayer” and encourage all congregations to use it as part of their 
“Prayers of the People”. We also wrote and published several articles in the Coastline.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
The Rev. Deacon Edward T. Richards, Chair 

 
Vision/Mission Statement 
Vision 

It is our Vision to be guided, governed, encouraged, and inspirited by the words of Jesus in Matthew 25; “ …when I was in 
prison, you came and visited me….in as much as you do it to one of the least of these, you did it unto me.” We will also be guided by the 
Baptismal vows, which we have taken as members of the Episcopal Church and the Christian faith. 
Mission 

We will endeavor to carry out our vision by being the conscience of the Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast and the larger 
Church, and bring to the attention of our members and others the wrongs in the whole of the criminal justice system. We will do 
so through speaking, writing articles, advocating in both person and writing, and encouraging the use of the Prison Cycle of 
Prayer.  

Additionally in order to assist our brothers and sisters who are caught up in the criminal justice system we will carry out 
various ministries to and with them. These include but are not limited to conducting visitations and services within the prison 
walls, being members of formal prison ministries such as Kairos and Prison Visitation and Support, writing letters to those who 
are incarcerated, and encouraging others to do likewise.  

We shall also be always mindful of all whose lives are affected by this system, including the inmates, the correctional 
officers, administrators, the victims of crime and the families of not just the victims, but those of the incarcerated as well. 

 
COMMISSION FOR WORLD MISSIONS 

 
For the past eleven years the primary ministry of the Commission on World Mission has been sponsoring both a medical and a 
construction mission trip to our companion diocese of the Dominican Republic. The medical team takes both medical clinics 
and medicines to those who would not otherwise have them.  The Construction team builds pews and other church furniture for 
Episcopal churches in the Dominican Republic so that our Dominican brothers and sisters will have a more comfortable and 
pleasing place to worship.  Both teams make an effort to establish lasting Christian relationships with the missionaries, clergy 
and laity in the Dominican church.    

Participation in these mission trips is open to all adult communicants of the Diocese.  

For 2017 the Commission plans to continue these medical and construction mission ministries and hopes to expand its ministry 
to include (i) a dental mission, (ii) assist with establishing the presentation of professional school teacher workshops,  (iii) 
consider long range plans for establishing a year-round medical clinic in the impoverished area of Batey Palave, DR and (iv) 
continue to consider ways in which our Diocese can spread the gospel by building relationships with our brothers and sisters at 
home and abroad and, working together, inspire hope by nurturing spiritual, physical and healthcare needs. 
 

Respectively submitted, 
Geary Gaston, Commission Chair 

 
SCHOOL FOR MINISTRY TASK FORCE 

 
In early 2016, Bishop Kendrick established the School for Ministry Development Committee and appointed lay and clergy 
members.  The committee was charged to plan for and implement a local, diocesan-based school for the education and 
formation of deacons and priests.  The School for Ministry is a diocesan response to the need for additional ordained clergy to 
serve congregations and communities throughout the Central Gulf Coast.  With its diocesan setting, the school will offer a local 
track of rigorous academic and practice-based experiences for individuals who are unable to re-locate for traditional seminary 
enrollment. 
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In its initial work, the committee became familiar with similar programs that have been established in many dioceses throughout 
the country.  Members of the committee visited sessions of the Marble School for Theological Formation in the Diocese of 
Mississippi as well as the regional Bishop Kemper School for Ministry located in Topeka, Kansas.  Additionally, the committee 
heard presentations from leaders in the Iona Initiative; this three-year curriculum is a program of clergy formation that has its 
origins in the Diocese of Texas. 

The committee plans to recommend that this diocese join the partnership of nearly twenty other dioceses as a member of the 
Iona Initiative.  Using Iona materials supplied by the Episcopal Seminary of the Southwest in Austin, Texas, the Central Gulf 
Coast School for Ministry will depend on and benefit from close association with our local resources.  These resources include 
instructors, mentors, and facilitators from within the diocese, as well as local congregations and community agencies that will 
become sites for field experiences.  Plans are well underway for enrollment to begin in September, 2017. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
The Rev. Al Pruitt, Chair 

 
REPORTS OF THE DIOCESAN COORDINATORS 

 
DISASTER PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE COORDINATOR 

 
Thankfully, it was a quiet year for Disaster Preparedness and Response.  The Diocese’s Disaster Relief trailer is restocked and 
inventoried and ready to be deployed. 

The Diocese has been divided in to five regions with each region having a Regional Disaster Coordinator.  The Regional 
Coordinators are responsible for coordinating with their parishes or missions to assist them to develop a Disaster Plan to meet 
the congregation’s individual needs.  The Regional Coordinators will also act as a liaison to the Diocese in case of an actual 
disaster.    

Educational Materials and Sample Disaster Plans have been provided to all the parishes and missions.  All have been encouraged 
by Bishop Kendrick to develop and complete a Disaster Plan and name a Parish Disaster Relief Coordinator. 

David Brady (Christ Church Cathedral) serves as the Diocese Disaster Preparedness Coordinator. Will English (Redeemer, 
Mobile), John Howard Wilson, Jr. (St. Paul’s, Daphne), and Mints McGowin (St. Thomas Greenville) have agreed to serve as 
Regional Disaster Coordinators. 

Region 1 consists of Mobile County; Will English will be the Regional Coordinator. 

Region 2 consists of Baldwin County; John Howard Wilson, Jr is the Regional Coordinator. 

Region 3 consists of Escambia (FL) and Santa Rosa Counties; David Brady is the Acting Regional Coordinator as the position is 
vacant. 

Region 4 consists of Okaloosa, Walton, Jackson, Washington, Bay, Franklin and Gulf Counties; Regional Coordinator position is 
currently vacant and David Brady is serving as interim. 

Region 5 consists of Clarke, Monroe, Escambia (AL), Butler, Covington, Barbour, Coffee, Dale, and Houston Counties; Mints 
McGowin is the Regional Coordinator 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
David Brady, Coordinator 

 
ECUMENICAL OFFICER FOR ALABAMA AND FLORIDA 

 
We continue our efforts to engage our Lutheran, Roman Catholic, and Episcopal bishops in conversation.  This is now the fourth 
year of hiatus for the Lutheran-Anglican-Roman Catholic (LARC) Conference on Shared Ministry.  The conference afforded an 
opportunity to explore their shared commitment to partner in justice and social issues, as well as build relationships with our 
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colleagues.  The conference was an occasion to learn and cherish more deeply what is held in common by all three 
denominations.  Responsibility for the conference was shared on a rotating basis among the denominations. 
 
We have continued our work to organize a similar conference within our diocese at least, using it as springboard to reinventing 
the LARC Conference.  However, on November 28th, 2016, it was announced that His Holiness Pope Francis had appointed 
Bishop Gregory Parkes, Bishop of the Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee, as the next bishop of the Diocese of Saint Petersburg.  
For now, we are gratified to be invited to other denominations’ programs featuring scholars in theology, scripture, and 
homiletics. It is our hope that more of our colleagues in the diocese will take advantage of these opportunities. In addition, 
pastors of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America are invited to our diocesan study days and to many of our regional 
clericus gatherings.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
The Rev. Thomas K. Heard, Ecumenical Officer for Alabama 
The Rev. Joseph A. Hagberg, Ecumenical Officer for Florida 

 
EDUCATION FOR MINISTRY (EfM) 

 
The Diocese currently has 10 EFM groups, with 83 student participants. 

The Mileys have a training session for mentors planned for Jan. 13-15, 2017. It will be held at St. Paul’s, Daphne. 
 
There will be two groups. One group is for Basic Training, now called Foundations of Seminar Life. There are 9 participants 
signed up for this group. The second group is for more advanced training, called Group Life Formation Training. There are 11 
mentors signed up for this class.  
 
Of the 20 participants planning to be here, 14 are from the CGC, and 6 are from other dioceses. 
No funding is requested from us for EFM Coordinators. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Mary and Dale Miley, Coordinators 

 
THE EPISCOPAL COMMUNITY 

 
We are a community of Episcopal women, both lay and ordained, committed to living out our Baptismal Covenant as we nurture 
and support each other's spiritual journeys. Using the Rule of Benedict as our guide, we develop and follow a personal Rule of 
Life. While supporting our clergy, our parishes, and The Episcopal Church with our prayers and service, we also provide 
instruction and mentoring in spiritual disciplines that foster spiritual growth and transformation.  
 
Preparation for membership includes a six month discernment period which includes a study of the principles of the Benedictine 
Rule of Life (using the book St. Benedict’s Toolbox), the development of a personal Rule of Life, and a period of living according to 
that Rule. Each prospective member is assigned a spiritual mentor during the preparation discernment period. Several members 
traveled to St. Francis Gulf Breeze for the installation of new member Sarah McCarren at St. Francis, Gulf Breeze, on December 
4.  
 
An important ministry of the group is its monthly prayer cycle which is circulated by Constant Contact, Facebook, email, and 
pamphlet. In support of the Diocesan ECW, The Episcopal Community held its annual meeting during the ECW Fall Retreat 
with Becca Stevens at Beckwith October 21-23. The Rev. Deacon Susan McKee was speaker for the meeting of The Episcopal 
Community and shared with all interested women attending the retreat how to enrich one’s spiritual life with Benedictine 
spirituality. Attendees were also given a pray and color Advent calendar.  
 
Another integral part of The Episcopal Community’s ministry is support of our clergy and the mission of the church. Members of 
The Episcopal Community in partnership with The Daughters of the King staffed the prayer chapel at last year’s Diocesan 
Convention and again at this year’s convention.  
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The Rev. Dr. Margaret Shepard serves as Diocesan Chaplain. Nancy Young, a member of St. Andrew’s Circle, Panama City, serves 
as National President and Diocesan Coordinator. 

Respectfully submitted, 
  Nancy Young, Coordinator and National President   
  www.theepiscopalcommunity.org 
 

EPISCOPAL RELIEF AND DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR 
 

This year got off to a quick start for Episcopal Relief & Development. In early January, a workshop for parish representatives was 
held at Christ Church Parish in Pensacola. Our new bishop, Russell Kendrick along with Christ Church served as host. Episcopal 
Relief & Development sent Joy Shigaki, senior director of advancement, to serve as the moderator of the workshop.  

The workshop covered many areas including history of the organizations, ideas for getting each congregation active, materials 
that are available for parish preventatives and what several parish representatives are already doing in this diocese. There were 33 
parish representatives present of the 62 parishes in our diocese.  

There was also a workshop held concurrently of congregation disaster coordinators. This was also led by representatives of 
Episcopal Relief & Development.  

As a result of this workshop and hard work by many parish representatives, congregations across the diocese held Episcopal 
Relief & Development Sunday’s during Lent. Many other successful programs were held to inform parishioners what was being 
done in their name to help heal a hurting world.  

This was a busy year for Episcopal Relief & Development. The year began with excitement of exceeding the goal set for the 75th 
Anniversary Celebration of $7.5 million ($7.94 was raised). The organization responded to Storms and Flooding in South-Central 
US in March, April Earthquakes Strike Hard in Japan and Ecuador, May fires in Alberta, Canada, West Virginia Floods in June, 
emergency aid to the Episcopal Church of South Sudan & Sudan for humanitarian needs in July, Syrian Outreach Ministry in 
Belgium in July, support Gulf Coast Dioceses after Severe Flooding in August, Partnership on Gender-Based Violence in Liberia 
in September and Responded to Hurricane Matthew in October.   

In our diocese, this year has been one of the most successful for Episcopal Relief & Development. As more people learn about 
programs concerning disaster work and programs designed to help people out of poverty the more are generous people are with 
their time and talent.     

As we begin the New Year, I would like to thank all congregations for their support and the hard work of parish representatives 
and priests around the diocese.   
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Eugene Johnston, Coordinator 

 
 

 


